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The Ethics of Water 
 

Links: 

 

Sandra Postel, “The Missing Piece: A Water Ethic.” The American Prospect, May 27, 2008 [link] 

C. J. Vörösmarty, et al., “Global Threats to Human Water Security and River Biodiversity." Nature, 

September 30, 2010 [link] 

Case Studies: The Ethics of Water 

1. Indus Valley Dispute: 

Lydia Polgreen and Sabrina Tavernise, “Water Dispute Increases India-Pakistan Tension." New York 

Times, July 20, 2010 [link] 

2. Sitka Alaska water sales to Mumbai 

Jeneen Interlandi, “The Race to Buy Up the World's Water.” Newsweek, Oct. 8, 2010 [link] 

3. Kalahari desert: 

“Tribal People Win Community Right to Water in Kalahari Desert of Botswana.”Earth Times, Jan. 27, 

2011 [link] 

James G. Workman, “H2Ownership: Ancient, Equitable Traditions of Efficient Water Resource 

Trading in Desert Cultures,” Johns Hopkins University Global Water Program, July 25, 2010 [link] 

 

4. Taking Lake Tahoe: 

Patrick G. Derr and Edward M. McNamara, Case Studies in Environmental Ethics(Lanham: 

Rowman and Littlefield, 2003), #9, pp. 45-52. 

 

http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_missing_piece_a_water_ethic
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v467/n7315/full/nature09440.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/21/world/asia/21kashmir.html?p
http://www.newsweek.com/2010/10/08/the-race-to-buy-up-the-world-s-water.html
http://www.defendingwater.net/maine/2011/02/tribal-people-win-community-right-to-water-in-kalahari-desert-of-botswana-earth-times-jan-27-2011/
http://globalwater.jhu.edu/magazine/article/h2ownership_ancient_equitable_traditions_of_efficient_water_resource_tradin/
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5. Plumbing Matters 

Patrick G. Derr and Edward M. McNamara, Case Studies in Environmental Ethics(Lanham: 

Rowman and Littlefield, 2003), #40, pp. 231-233. 

6. Three Gorges Dam 

Mara Hvistendahl, “China’s Three Gorges Dam: An Environmental Catastrophe?”Scientific 

American, March 25, 2008 [link] 

 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=chinas-three-gorges-dam-disaster

